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many people will become apprehensive that the agitations
of late years in favour of German Unity may recommence."

Buol's chief arguments consisted of references to Prussia's
duty towards Germany, and complaints of the unfriendliness
displayed by her towards kindred Stales. Bismarck rejoined
that of late years Prussia had found doing her duty to Germany
a thankless business, and was resolved to regulate her own
financial and economic affairs in a practical manner, gladly
keeping a door open for such of her Confederates as might
be alive to their parity of interests with her, but by no means
touting for their entrance by concessions lying outside the
line she had laid down for herself,

With respect to his audience of Kaiser Francis Joseph,
Bismarck reported to the 'King that the Emperor had
observed, "It would always be his eager endeavour to
preserve and improve, in the sense indicated in the King's
letter, the close and friendly relations fortunately obtaining
between both countries* If, from time to time, both
Cabinets should differ in opinion upon individual questions
relating to material interests, that should not hinder
Prussia and Austria from going hand in hand upon the
remaining political terrain? With respect to the Customs'"
question, the Emperor deemed it his duty to adhere to the
programme of Customs' Unity, " being convinced that
nothing but an amalgamation of material interests could
possibly achieve that measure of consolidation required by
Germany as a guarantee of her internal safety and of her
position as an European Power." So long as the King of
Prussia should continue not to share this view, the
Emperor would at least expect, " that the efforts made on
either side to invest the Federal Diet with greater power
and authority in Germany than it had theretofore possessed
would obtain complete success through the concordant
attitude of both the Great Powers," The Emperor further